
 

 

                                                       

 

 
 

Winter Conference 
MINEOLA HIGH SCHOOL 

Tuesday, January 24, 2012 

 
Dear Presidents: 

 

On behalf of Nassau Region PTA, I would like to invite you and members of your PTA to Nassau 

Region’s Winter Conference on Tuesday, January 24, 2012, which will be held at Mineola High 

School, 10 Armstrong Road, Garden City Park, 11040.  

 

Nassau Region strives to offer workshops and conferences that meet the requests of our volunteers 

and we use your evaluation feedback to drive our workshop selections. So again this year we have 

combined our ‘Nominations & Elections' workshop into our Winter Conference program.  Past 

evaluations have shown that our attendees would prefer lengthier workshop sessions so we will 

continue with our single session - 90-minute workshops.   

 

In accordance with your bylaws under Section 6, it states that all officers shall attend local, regional 

and/or state PTA training workshops.  Your presence at workshops and conferences also affords you 

the opportunity to meet the members of the Nassau Region Board and share information with the 

members of PTA units and councils throughout the region. 

  

Conference registration, hospitality and boutique will begin at 6:45 PM.  The workshop session will 

begin at 7:30 PM and will run until 9:00 PM.  In order to begin and end the workshops on time, we ask 

that you be registered by 7:15 PM so that you will be ready to enter your workshop promptly at 7:30 

PM. 

 

The pre-registration fee is $10.00 and registration at the door will be $15.00.  The Pre-registration 

deadline is January 17, 2012.  Please remember that only those attendees who have pre-registered 

will be guaranteed to receive a conference packet. 
 

Training is an important and essential part of your PTA work.  I encourage you to invite your officers, 

chairpersons and members to attend this worthwhile conference so that the information received 

can be shared with your entire membership.  Knowledgeable unit and council members are 

effective ones! 

 

 

Sincerely,  

Judy Van Haaren 
Judy Van Haaren 

Region Director 
 

 



 

 

Winter Conference ï Tuesday, January 24, 2012 

Mineola High School 

10 Armstrong Road, Garden City Park, 11040 

 
Registration Begins at 6:45 PM 

Workshops 7:30-9:00 PM 
 

1. BYLAWS - Is it time to renew your bylaws or would your PTA like to make a revision to your current 
bylaws?  Bring your bylaws and your questions to this how-ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇ ŀƴŘ ǿŜΩƭƭ ƘŜƭǇ ȅƻǳ ƴŀǾƛƎŀǘŜ 
through the process and show you just how E-Z it is! Presenters: Chris Chong, Nassau Region Bylaws 
Chair & Marian Wawryk, Nassau Region Associate Director 

 
2.    TREASURY FROM A TO Z - A is for Audits, B is for Budgets, C is for Cash Receipts, D is for Dues, E is for 

Ending balance, F is for Fiduciary Responsibility, G is for Gross Receipts, H is for How to do it right, I is for 
IRS issues, J is for....Just come to this workshop and learn Treasury procedure from A to Z.... Everyone 
from presidents to the chairs are encouraged to come and understand the financial responsibilities and 
procedures of a PTA unit. Presenter: Sheryl Cowan, Nassau Region Treasurer 

 

3.  NYS COMMON CORE LEARNING STANDARDS - An introduction for ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪ {ǘŀǘŜΩǎ /ƻƳƳƻƴ 
Core Learning Standards and a summary of what students are expected to learn.  Parents will be 
provided with information and resources to deepen their knowledge and understanding of the Common 
Core Learning Standards for English Language Arts and Literacy and Mathematics.   Strategies and ideas 
for parents to help their children meet these more rigorous expectations will be discussed with time for 
questions and answers. Presenter: Wafa Deeb-Westervelt, Assistant Superintendent for Curriculum 
and Instruction, Freeport Public Schools 

   

 4.     FAMILY MEMBERS AND FRIENDS ς This Is A Wake Up Call -This workshop explains the importance of 
 early identification, early treatment and early recovery for alcohol/drug addiction.  Learn how to 
 recognize the need for a family intervention as well as an intervention for the addicted family member.  
 Presenter: Eileen Wolfe LCSW, ACSW, BCD, AISBR 1, 11, RN    

 
5.  EMPOWERING PARENTS AND STUDENTS IN THE FIGHT AGAINST CHILDHOOD OBESITY - Childhood 
 obesity has tripled in the last 3 decades.  How can we reverse this alarming trend? This workshop will 
 provide parents and students with positive actions they can take in their homes and schools to make a 
 difference.  The first part of the workshop will give parents what they need to know to help their kids 
 through media literacy and advocacy in the school  setting.  The second part will feature members of the  
 County Executive's Youth Council who will explain the actions they are taking to improve food choices 
 in schools.  Presenters: Christina Ortiz and Benjamin Kornick, Nassau County Department of Human 
 Services, Office of Youth Services; Gail Volk, School Health Policy Specialist Healthy Schools NY 
 Student Support Services Center at Western Suffolk BOCES 
 
6. TEXTING SEXTING - Internet Social networks & the effect on your child - Lƴ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ǿƻǊƭŘΣ ƛǘ ǎŜŜƳǎ ŀǎ ƛŦ 
 everyone is texting, emailing, or connected to one of a variety of social networks. How can you teach 
 your children to use the Internet responsibly, avoid becoming a victim, and what to do if they are one? 

  Presenters: Dr. Ed Murphy & Carmela Tufano, MSW and Lyndsey Petrofsky, Nassau Region PTA Youth 
 Member 

 



 

 

Winter Conference ï Tuesday, January 24, 2012 

Mineola High School 

10 Armstrong Road, Garden City Park, 11040 

 

The Boutique will be available. 

Donõt forget to thank your volunteers! 
 

7. THE POWER OF PARENTS, LǘΩǎ ¸ƻǳǊ LƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜ - Alcohol kills more teenagers than all other illegal 
 drugs combined ς 6,000 a year.  Research shows that 74% of students say their parents are the leading 
 influence on their decisions about drinking alcohol.  Evidence shows that if parents talk to their teens 
 specifically about alcohol, they can reduce the incidence of their child drinking destructively by over 30%. 
 Attendees will receive a parent handbook, tip sheets and other resources at the end of the workshop. 
 Presenters: - Lissa Harris and Thomas McCoy from MADD 
 

8. NOMINATIONS & ELECTIONS - One vote does make a difference!  Being elected to the nominating 
 committee is both an honor and a privilege.  The decisions of this committee will affect the future of the 
 PTA.  By attending this workshop, you will receive information and acquire skills and knowledge to run a 
 successful nominating committee.  Learn the proper way to ensure that the process runs smoothly and 
 as trouble-free as possible.  After attending this session, you will return to your unit or council informed 
 and ready to develop the most important committee ς the Nominating Committee.  Note:  Attendees 
 should bring a copy of their unit or council bylaws to the workshop as a reference. 
 Presenters: Pat Assortato, Nassau Region Associate Director, Patrice Rachlin, Nassau Region Associate 
 Director & Lynn Petrofsky, Nassau Region Assistant Director 

9. AWARDSéBe an award winning PTA and strengthen your membership! - Everyone deserves some 
 recognition! Learn about the many awards that are available from National, State and Nassau Region to 
 acknowledge PTA volunteers, students and teachers. Awards are also available for PARP programs and 
 newsletters.  Awards are feel-good moments that instill pride in your PTA, inspire, and recognize the
 hard work of your members.  Presenters: Nassau Region Awards Chair Lawrence Johnson, , Peter 
 Scozzari, Scholarship Chair, Stephanie Avidon, PARP Chair, Malky Herschkowitz, Newsletter Editor, 
 Kathy Paulis, Membership Chair, Debbie Austin, Nassau Region Associate Director and Laurie May, NYS 
 PTA Awards Specialist 

 

10. MARKETING YOUR PTA - Reaching Today's Parents - Are you finding it difficult to reach today's busy 
 parents?  Is your PTA stuck in a rut, using the same old marketing techniques year after year with less 
 than successful results? Come and learn new ways to put together a cohesive, successful marketing plan 
 for your PTA using traditional and new social media outlets.  Find out about new ways to reach today's 
 parents with a strong success-oriented message to give your PTA a recognizable brand and make your 
 PTA the go-to organization in your community.  Learn how to get the word out that your PTA is the place 
 to be!  Presenter:  Jeanette Meoli, Membership/Marketing Coordinator, NYS PTA® 
 

 

 

 

 

In the event of inclement weather, please check the Nassau Region PTA website at 

www.nassaupta.org.  We will also post information on our Facebook page at 
www.facebook.com/nassaupta. 

 

http://www.nassaupta.org/


 

 

winter Conference Team 

 

Event Coordinator ï Gloria Parlatore 

Registration ï Helen Farley 

Boutique & Publications ï Pam Naso 

 

                 everychild. onevoice.® 
 

Directions to Mineola High School 

10 Armstrong Road, Garden City Park, 11040 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From the east: Jericho Tpke. (Rt. 25) west to Armstrong Road, make a left, school will be on 

the right 

From the west: Jericho Tpke (Rt. 25) east to Armstrong Road, make a right, school will be 
on the right 



 

 

NASSAU REGION PTA WINTER CONFERENCE 

ALL PTA OFFICERS AND CHAIRMEN ARE ENCOURAGED TO ATTEND! 
Complete this form and send it with your check made payable to: 

 Nassau Region PTA by January 17, 2012. 
 

There must be two (2) signatures and your unit code on the check.  Mail to: 
/ 

Nassau Region PTA Registrar:  Helen Farley ~ 239 McKee Street, Floral Park, 11001 
 

 Questions:  516-328-6325 or e-mail registration@nassaupta.org 

 

REGISTRATION FORM                   PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY 

 

ENCLOSED IS $_________ FOR ________ REGISTRATIONS AT $10.00 PER ATTENDEE.  PLEASE 

MAKE ALL CHECKS PAYABLE TO NASSAU REGION PTA.  PLEASE BE SURE TO INCLUDE YOUR UNIT 

CODE NUMBER (10- ____) ON YOUR CHECK. 

 

  NAME OF PTA:           CODE # 10- _____________ 

        

   SCHOOL DISTRICT:         SECTION ______________ 

 

1. Name__________________________________ Telephone______________ E-Mail:                       

 

Workshop Selection             

 

2. Name__________________________________ Telephone______________ E-Mail:                       

 

Workshop Selection             

 

3. Name__________________________________ Telephone______________ E-Mail:                      

 

Workshop Selection             

 

4. Name__________________________________ Telephone______________ E-Mail:                      

 

Workshop Selection             

 

5. Name__________________________________ Telephone______________ E-Mail:                     

 

Workshop Selection             

 

6. Name__________________________________ Telephone______________ E-Mail:                     

 

Workshop Selection                         

 

7. Name__________________________________ Telephone______________ E-Mail:                     

 

Workshop Selection                     

 


