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September 2011

Dear Presidents:

It is my hope that this message finds you and your unit off to a good start for the new school year.  Nassau Region PTA has a number of activities planned for this year and we are looking forward to your participation and support.

The beginning of the academic year has already spawned a major concern for our children and schools.  The 2011-2012 testing schedule raises a number of concerns despite its recent revision and I urge everyone to visit www.nysed.gov and download the schedule by typing “test schedule”.  As of this entry, the August 26, 2011 memo poses a challenging testing schedule coming immediately following the Spring 2012 recess.  

You will also notice that the students will be taking a four-part test in two days.  Children will be expected to complete books 1 & 2 on April 17 and books 3 & 4 on April 18.  The ELA was at one time administered over three days.  Can anyone tell us what the rush is to have it completed in two days?  Are they thinking of our children?

While I do not like starting the school year with major concerns, parents need to take a very active role when it comes to the testing schedules of their children.   I urge you to contact your building principals and your superintendents to discuss what impact this schedule will have on your children.

Our Fall Conference will be held at South Side Middle School in Rockville Centre on Thursday, October 20; watch for the mailing and urge your members to attend.  All workshop and conference registration information is always available on our website at www.nassaupta.org.  Please share the web address with your members so that everyone can learn about PTA.  Remember that your AD (Assistant Director), is just a phone call or email away should you have any questions, concerns, or just need to hear a welcoming voice.   

 

The Presidents’ Rap will be held on Thursday, October 27 at Nassau BOCES Garden City, 71 Clinton Road in Garden City.  This is an excellent opportunity to network with your Associate Director (AD) and other unit and council presidents.  Details will be in the next unit/council mailing.

 

Membership cards were mailed to units who have updated their Annual Officers' Contact Information (Form A), paid their insurance and have no outstanding membership issues from last year.   If you have not received your membership cards, please contact your AD immediately. 

 

Please read and share all of the materials received so that both you and your membership will be well informed about all upcoming events.  

 

I look forward to meeting each of you throughout the year.

 

Best regards, 

Judy 

Judy Van Haaren, Region Director 
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